
 

Minutes of the Inaugural RSB Southeast Asia Branch Annual General Meeting (September 7th, 2023): P a g e  | 1/45 
 

Inaugural Annual General Meeting (AGM) of the 
Royal Society of Biology: Southeast Asia Branch 

 
MINUTES 

 
Date:  Thursday, 7th September 2023 

Time:  12.00 UTC  
 (19.00 Bangkok/Jakarta; 20.00 Singapore/Manila/Kuala Lumpur; 13.00 BST) 

Location: Virtual (via Zoom)  
 
Members Present: 

Committee:

Chair:  Alexander Waller (FRSB; Thailand) – “Alex” 
Secretary:  Andrew P Lucy (FRSB; Singapore) – “Andrew” 
Treasurer:  Jomel B Vasquez (MRSB; Philippines) – “Jomel” 
 
Social Media Team Representatives: Reza Raihandhany (MRSB; Indonesia) – “Reza” 

Ahmad Fadil Rizkyantoro (AMRSB; Indonesia) – “Fadil” 
   
Event Organizer:  Marisa Khoo Kim Gaik (MRSB; Malaysia) – “Marisa” 
Branch and External Society Liaison: Adeline Chia Yoke Yin (MRSB; Malaysia) – “Adeline” 
  
Members: 
Eunice Siew Ching Ngai (MRSB; Malaysia) – “Eunice” 
Tey Lai-Hock (MRSB; Malaysia) - “Tey”
Pung Yuh-Fen (MRSB; Malaysia) – “Yuh-Fen”
Ivan Yow Ying Ming (MRSB; Singapore) – “Ivan”  
Goh Bey Hing (MRSB; Malaysia) – “Goh” 
Terry Morgan (MRSB, Thailand) – “Terry” 
 
Guests: 
Karen Patel (MRSB; UK) – “Karen” 
Lucy Eckersley (MRSB, UK) – “Lucy” 
Nigel Brown (FRSB, UK) – “Nigel” 
William Leong (Plenary Speaker) - “Liam” 
 
Apologies:  
Adhityo Wicaksono (MRSB; Thailand) – “Adhit”
Yusrizam Sharifuddin (MRSB; Malaysia) – “Yus” 
Hajar Fauzan bin Ahmad (MRSB; Malaysia) – “Hajar” 
Wan Iryani Wan Ismail (MRSB; Malaysia) – “Iryani” 
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Minuted Items / Actions Action by / 

timeline: 

(1) Welcome by Chair 

Dr Alexander Waller, CBiol FRSB 

 

Alex called the meeting to order at the governed time, welcomed attendees as each 

logged-in via Zoom and recorded his thanks as Chair to the committee, with especial 

mention to Karen Patel, Lucy Eckersley, Marisa Khoo, Adhityo Wicaksono and 

Andrew Lucy for services to the Branch. Following a brief historical statement on the 

founding of the Branch in January 2023, Alex called for the Secretary to announce 

apologies and record whether a quorum was met for the meeting to proceed. 

 

(2) Apologies for absence & record of quorum by Secretary 

Dr Andrew Lucy, CBiol FRSB 

 

Andrew confirmed that a regulated quorum for a Branch AGM was ten members and 

that, of the 27 members registered, 21 persons (including 17 Southeast Asia Branch 

members) were present at the opening of the meeting.  Apologies from the Committee 

for absences were given by Adhityo Wicaksono, Wan Iryani Wan Ismail, Hajar Fauzan 

bin Ahmad and Yusrizam Sharifuddin.  As Adhit is the Coordinator for Social Media in 

the Branch, he had assigned his team members (Reza Raihandhany and Ahmad Fadil 

Rizkyantoro) to report on his behalf (Item 9 below).  A full list of persons joining the 

meeting is appended below (Appendix A). 

 

Andrew thereafter announced that a quorum had therefore been met. 

 

➢ Special Motion by Chair: 

Ratification of Branch Constitution 

As a matter of formal procedure, Alex called for the quorum of members present to 

ratify the Constitution of the Branch as posted on the Branch web pages on September 

4th as an addendum to the AGM announcement and Agenda as posted on July 25th. 

(The Constitution is herein copied as Appendix B for record purposes.) Andrew 

seconded the proposal to ratify the Constitution and a vote was held by text response: 

 

At the time of the vote being called 17 voting members were present. 

14 voted for the proposal, with none against.   

The Motion was therefore carried, and the Branch Constitution was ratified by 

member consent and approval. 

 

 

 

For information 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Motion by 

Alexander Waller 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Motion carried 
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Minuted Items / Actions Action by / 

timeline: 

(3) Welcome from Council and overview of current matters by the Chair of the 

College of Individual Members and Council Member: 

Prof. Nigel Brown, OBE CBiol FRSB 

  

With the quorum met, Alex welcomed and introduced our distinguished guest from 

Head Office, Prof Nigel Brown.  Noting his limited time due to a scheduling conflict, 

Alex invited Nigel to address the meeting. Nigel registered his formal congratulations 

and welcome to our new branch, thanked the Chair and Committee, and spoke briefly 

on his role as Chair of the College of Individual Members and as a Council Member for 

the Royal Society of Biology. Specifically, Nigel asked our Branch to promote the 

Society’s Ambassador Programme and invited our Branch participation therein. Nigel 

thereafter shared the Royal Society of Biology Strategy and Three-Year Business Plan 

(2022-2024) and opened the floor for questions. 

 

(i) Although the matter was on the Agenda under Item 11a, the Chair recognized 

Nigel’s schedule limitations and asked for a Motion to be brought forward for 

his consideration prior to his necessary departure from the meeting.  With 

Nigel’s accord, Goh Bey Hing was invited to table his motion (under Agenda 

Item 11a) for a member (or members) of the Southeast Asia branch to be co-

opted onto the RSB accreditation committee (in relation to the RSB 

“International Accreditation and Consultancy Handbook”). Nigel clarified that, 

whilst he is not on the Accreditation Committee, he would bring the motion to 

the attention of Head Office if carried by the Committee and permitted by the 

RSB. Karen (Head of Membership and Events at Head Office) was asked for her 

insights and conferred with the Director of Accreditation. In the meantime, 

Alex supported the motion proposed by Goh as seconder and called for a vote 

of eligible members present by text response.  

 

At the time of the vote being called 17 voting members were present. 

15 voted for the proposal, with none against.   

The Motion was therefore carried. 

 

However, Karen’s conferral with the Director of Accreditation returned that the 

RSB “only currently accept(s) accreditation assessor applications from 

academics within the Royal Society of Biology accredited institutions. If any 

Southeast Asia branch member is based in a university and wants to explore 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Motion by Goh 

Bey Hing 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Motion carried 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.rsb.org.uk/membership/individual-membership/rsb-ambassadors
https://www.rsb.org.uk/images/RSB_Plan_2022-2024_.pdf
https://www.rsb.org.uk/images/RSB_Plan_2022-2024_.pdf
https://www.rsb.org.uk/images/accreditation_home/RSB_International_Accreditation_and_Consultancy_Overall_Handbook_July_2020.pdf
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Minuted Items / Actions Action by / 

timeline: 

options for putting their own courses through accreditation, please get in touch 

with the team at accreditation@rsb.org.uk” 

 

Goh enquired whether non-accredited academics in Southeast Asia could serve 

as “observers” as “members of the branch might (be) able to relate well with 

the localized syllabus or needs of society (and) provide input or advice for the 

committee”.  Karen noted that the accreditation team does not currently have 

observers, but the idea would be kept under advisement as it is “always great 

to have local input and expertise involved”. The Committee requested Nigel and 

Karen pursue the motion with any amendment to be in accord with RSB 

regulations and request for Branch involvement if permitted as advisors to the 

accreditation team for local courses or for consultancy on UK-linked RSB 

accredited university courses being offered in Southeast Asia.  

 

Goh is to raise the matter again at the Branch committee meeting in December. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Goh/Dec2023 

 

(4) Introduction of Committee Members and Review of Roles and Terms of Office 

All current committee members 

 

The Chair noted the various positions of officers on the Branch committee (and stated 

the reasons and purposes of the teams formed). He asked members to refer to the 

ratified Constitution (particularly Items 6 and 7 thereof; Appendix B) and called for all 

present to refer to the profiles of the RSB committee members elected for Southeast 

Asia as posted on the Branch webpages since August 11th, 2023. 

 

(5) Ratification of Committee / call for nominations and election of new committee 

members 

 

A proposal was presented by Alex to ratify and approve the appointments to each role 

on the committee en masse. Any objections or resignations were to be so specified.  

Andrew seconded the motion, and a vote was called by text response.   

 

At the time of the vote being called 17 voting members were present. 

17 voted for the proposal, with none against.   

The Motion was therefore carried, with all committee members for Southeast Asia 

being ratified for their respective roles by member consent and approval. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Motion by 

Alexander Waller 

 

 

 

 

Motion carried 

mailto:accreditation@rsb.org.uk
https://www.rsb.org.uk/regional-activity/international/southeast-asia
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Minuted Items / Actions Action by / 

timeline: 

(6) Chair’s report 

Dr Alexander Waller, CBiol FRSB 

 

Alex delivered a brief report, illustrated by PowerPoint (see Appendix C) on shared 

screen. Alex noted the successful launch of the Branch in January 2023 following 

discussions he initiated amongst key regional members from September of 2022 and 

the Council’s approval of our proposal at their meeting of December 7th, 2022.  The 

inaugural committee was formed by volunteers from amongst the regional 

membership and officer positions were nominated and approved by that founding 

committee pending ratification at this AGM (Item 5 above). 

 

Andrew noted that RSB regulations require a minimum of four events each budget 

year (October to September). Hence, a point of order must be clarified regarding the 

three Branch activities held over the past year (2023: further details in Item 8 below): 

 

(i) Ivan Yow’s talk (May 30th) 

(ii) UISS meeting (August 26th-27th) 

(iii) AGM and Mushroom talk (September 7th) 

 

As our Branch was launched in the second quarter of the budget year, dispensation 

was granted (recorded as Item 5(iii) of the 4th Southeast Asia Branch Committee 

Meeting Minutes held on July 27th). Our Branch thus met the minimum event needs.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For Record 

 

 

 

(7) Treasurer’s report 

Prof. Jomel Vasquez, CBiol MRSB  

 

(i) Jomel delivered a brief report of the minimal expenses incurred by the Branch 

over the past fiscal year (January – September for our first period). See 

Appendix D for further details. The annual branch budget allocation of £1000 

was duly recorded. 

(ii) As all of our events have been virtual, the only expenses were for the book 

prizes offered by our Branch as part of our sponsorship for the UISS event in 

August (approximately GBP60).  Jomel registered his thanks to Committee 

Member Terry Morgan for offering several copies of his published texts at 

discounted cost for these prizes.  Alex registered the Committee’s thanks to 

Head Office for supporting the one-year complimentary Associate and Student 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pEXOkxQQgIo
https://uiss.utar.edu.my/
https://uiss.utar.edu.my/
https://uiss.utar.edu.my/
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Minuted Items / Actions Action by / 

timeline: 

memberships offered to the UISS prize winners as further support of the 

symposium’s partnership with RSB Southeast Asia. 

(iii) The deadline for presentation of the October 2023- September 2024 branch 

budget to Head Office for approval was duly noted as September 30th. 

 

Jomel to draft and have approved by Committee the formal Budget for October 2023 

– September 2024 and submit it to Head Office by September 30th, 2023. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jomel/Sept 30 

(8) Report on past events and preplanning/scheduling of events for 2024 

Dr Marisa Khoo, MRSB 

 

Marisa reported on the three events held over the first year of the Southeast Asia 

Branch and plans for upcoming events from October 2023 to September 2024 (see 

Appendix E for details).  All events to date have been virtual and without charge or 

expense and, partially due to the geographical distribution of our branch membership, 

it is projected that the planned events for the coming year will sustain this practice. 

 

Branch events held to date: 

 

➢ Talk: “How do the mechanisms behind cell death promote resilient tissue?”  - 

Dr Ivan Yow (May 30th) 

41 registrants, 23 international attendees. 

➢ UTAR Intervarsity Science Symposium 2023 (UISS): August 26th – 27th.   

104 attendees, 59 presenters. 

The event was coordinated by our committee members, Tey Lai-Hock and 

Marisa Khoo Kim Gaik. Our Branch Chair (Dr Alexander Waller) was an invited 

speaker and several committee members participated as panelists (Hajar 

Fauzan Ahmad; Alexander Waller; Adeline Chia Yoke Yin; Andrew P. Lucy). Our 

Branch sponsored prizes for three postgraduate winners and four 

undergraduates as best presenters: one-year student or associate membership 

of the RSB and book prizes (as noted above – Item 7(ii) Treasurer’s Report) 

➢ Inaugural Annual General Meeting (via Zoom): September 7th. 

27 registrants, 25 attendees (at peak number). Eight were non-voting guests, 

including our speaker: Mr William Leong of Mushroom World Academy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pEXOkxQQgIo&t=2898s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pEXOkxQQgIo&t=2898s
https://uiss.utar.edu.my/
https://mushroomworld.com.sg/
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Minuted Items / Actions Action by / 

timeline: 

At least six prospective events are being planned for the coming year, two of 

which have already been locked in the calendar: 

 

(a) Malaysian Society for Biochemistry and Molecular Biology (Special Interest 

Group for Mushroom Research) is set for October 18th – 19th, 2023.  RSB 

Southeast Asia Branch is the co-organizer for the event and direct and RSB-

associated web links have been established. William Leong of Mushroom World 

Academy has been confirmed as one of two plenary speakers. 

(b) Tiger Prey presentation – online virtual talk by Sasi Parn Suksavate is scheduled 

for October 16th, 2023. 

 

Marisa to follow-up and report further at the next Committee Meeting. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Marisa/Dec2023 

(9) Social Media report 

Dr Adhityo Wicaksono, MRSB 

 

With apologies from Adhit, Reza presented on behalf of the RSB Southeast Asia Social 

Media team, illustrating the social media activities over the first year of the Branch 

through a slide presentation (see Appendix F),  

 

(i) Reza noted that the Branch has three active Social Media platforms: 

Instagram  (@rsbsoutheastasiabranch) → 75 followers 

Facebook (https://web.facebook.com/RSBSoutheastAsiaBranch) → 39 followers 

LinkedIn  (https://www.linkedin.com/showcase/95062369) → 76 followers 

 

• LinkedIn is considered to have the highest and most professional engagement 

for the Branch, whilst Facebook has the greatest reach.  Instagram is utilized 

for spread of information and to point followers to LinkedIn. Due to low 

engagement and perception concerns, a previously held Twitter/X account 

for the Branch was deleted by committee consensus (Item 7(ii) of the Minutes 

for Meeting 4 of the Branch Committee on July 27th, 2023).   

• Ivan Yow’s talk (May 30th) on the RSB Youtube channel had garnered 136 

views as of the AGM. 

 

(ii) The Social Media team closed their report with a brief highlight of their “Bite-

Sized Biology” filler content strategy and asked all members to contact the 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://msbmb2010.wixsite.com/msbmb/medicinal-mushrooms
https://msbmb2010.wixsite.com/msbmb/medicinal-mushrooms
https://msbmb2010.wixsite.com/msv2023
https://my.rsb.org.uk/item.php?eventid=4074
https://my.rsb.org.uk/item.php?eventid=4074
https://mushroomworld.com.sg/
https://my.rsb.org.uk/item.php?eventid=4139
https://www.instagram.com/rsbsoutheastasiabranch/
https://web.facebook.com/RSBSoutheastAsiaBranch
https://www.linkedin.com/showcase/95062369
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pEXOkxQQgIo
https://www.youtube.com/RoyalSocBio
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Minuted Items / Actions Action by / 

timeline: 

team with any research being conducted by our membership that can be 

promoted through a post.  Andrew elaborated upon this request noting that 

members can use the platform to discuss any bioscience-related topics, not just 

their own work.  Andrew also referred to the previous meeting of the Branch 

Committee wherein it had already been agreed that committee members were 

under an expectation to share Branch social media posts whenever possible, 

and to help promote the social media accounts through posts, comments and 

reshares (Item 5(vi) of Meeting 4 on July 27th, 2023). 

 

 

ALL / On-Going 

 

(10) Collaborative Efforts 

 Dr Adeline Chia, MRSB 

 

Adeline spoke briefly on the partnerships anchored for the branch to date – the 

relationship with UTAR for the UISS event and with the Malaysian Society for 

Biochemistry and Molecular Biology (Special Interest Group for Mushroom Research) 

as noted under Item 8(a) above. A proposed relationship with BioSingapore had been 

investigated but decided against following discussions with the Chair of that 

organization. Further relationships will be explored, and all members are welcome to 

submit suggestions to the Committee. 

 

Alex queried whether the partnership with UTAR for the symposium should be 

sustained on an annual basis.  Adeline concurred and proposed the relationship be 

made on-going.  Andrew seconded the proposal, and a vote was called. 

 

At the time of the vote being called 17 voting members were present. 

13 voted for the proposal, with none against.   

The Motion was therefore carried, and Adeline will explore a continuing relationship 

with UTAR Intervarsity Science Symposium on an annual basis. 

 

Adeline to report further on the development of this relationship in the next Branch 

Committee meeting. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Motion by 

Adeline Chia 

 

 

 

Motion carried 

 

 

Adeline/Dec2023 

 

(11) Motions from Committee Members 

 

a. Accreditation issues (Assoc. Prof Goh Bey Hing) – as invited by the Chair, this 

Motion was raised and carried earlier in the AGM (see Item 3(i) above). 

 

https://uiss.utar.edu.my/
https://msbmb2010.wixsite.com/msbmb/medicinal-mushrooms
https://msbmb2010.wixsite.com/msbmb/medicinal-mushrooms
https://www.linkedin.com/company/biosingapore/about/
https://uiss.utar.edu.my/
https://uiss.utar.edu.my/
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Minutes recorded by:   Branch Secretary 

 

 

 

Andrew P. Lucy 

 

 

Minutes confirmed and agreed by: Branch Chairman       

 

 

 

Alexander Waller 

 

 

Minuted Items / Actions Action by / 

timeline: 

b.   Committee structure (Dr. Alex Waller) – this Motion was raised by the Chair 

under Items 2, 4 and 5 above and carried. 

 

(12) AOB  

 

With no further business raised by the members present, Alex brought the meeting to 

a close at 1300 UTC with thanks to all present, and invited Andrew to introduce the 

Guest Speaker (Mr William Leong of Mushroom World Academy).   

 

Liam’s “Mushroom Talk: Top 10 challenges faced by commercial mushroom growers in 

Singapore” generated considerable interest amongst the membership and stimulated 

a lively discussion with a number of questions raised by the audience. The talk has now 

been uploaded to the RSB YouTube channel and the slides presented are attached 

herein, with the speaker’s approval, as Appendix G.  

 

 

https://mushroomworld.com.sg/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p2LzJC42Hbo
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Appendix A (List of Attendees): 

 

 

Salutation Name Post-Nominals RSB/SEA member? Registered? Attended? Voting Rights?

Dr Alexander Waller (Thailand) CBiol FRSB Y/Y (Chair) Y Y Y

Dr Andrew P. Lucy (Singapore) CBiol FRSB Y/Y (Secretary) Y Y Y

Professor Jomel B Vasquez (Philippines) CBiol FRSB Y/Y (Treasurer) Y Y Y

Dr Marisa Khoo Kim Gaik (Malaysia) MRSB Y/Y (Events) Y Y Y

Dr Adeline Chia Yoke Yin (Malaysia) MRSB Y/Y (Collaborations) Y Y Y

Dr Adhityo Wicaksono (Indonesia) MRSB Y/Y (Social Media) Y N Y

Mr Ahmad Fadil Rizkyantoro  (Indonesia) AMRSB Y/Y (Social Media) Y Y Y

Mr Reza Raihan Dhany Yus (Indonesia) MRSB Y/Y (Social Media) Y Y Y

Dr Pung Yuh-Fen (Malaysia) MRSB Y/Y (Committee) Y Y Y

Mr Terence Morgan (Thailand) MRSB Y/Y (Committee) Y Y Y

Dr Goh Bey Hing (Malaysia) CBiol MRSB Y/Y (Committee) Y Y Y

Dr Eunice Siew Ching Ngai (Malaysia) MRSB Y/Y (Committee) N Y Y

Dr Tey Lai-Hock (Malaysia) MRSB Y/Y (Committee) Y Y Y

Dr Yow Ying Ming, Ivan (Singapore) MRSB Y/Y (Committee) Y Y Y

Dr Hajar Fauzan bin Ahmad (Malaysia)	 MRSB Y/Y (Committee) Y N Y

Dr Yusrizam Sharifuddin (Malaysia) CBiol  MRSB Y/Y (Committee) N N Y

Professor Wan Iryani Wan Ismail (Malaysia) MRSB Y/Y (Committee) Y N Y

Professor Anna (Anna Ling) FRSB Y/Y Y Y Y

Dr Justin Lim Kok Ming MRSB Y/Y Y Y Y

Dr Kean-Chang Phang (Alex Phang) CSci MRSB Y/Y Y Y Y

Ms Bee Hooi Tan MRSB Y/Y N Y Y

Professor Chun Hei Antonio Cheung FRSB Y/Y Y N Y

Miss Kit Kay Mak	 MRSB Y/Y Y N Y

Professor Learn Han Lee CBiol MRSB Y/Y Y N Y

Dr Gloria Despacio-Reyes MRSB Y/N Y Y N

Dr Priyadarshi Nidesilva Senanayake CBiol CSci MRSB Y/N Y Y N

Professor Nigel Brown OBE CBiol FRSB Y/N (Head Office) Y Y N

Miss Lucy Eckersley MRSB Y/N (Head Office) Y Y N

Ms Karen Patel MRSB Y/N (Head Office) N Y N

Mr William Leong NA N/N (Guest Speaker) N Y N

None given Ryan Cheng (Jude Miranda) NA N/N Y Y N

None given Rosnida Tajuddinda	 NA N/N Y Y N
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Appendix B (Branch Constitution): 
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Appendix C (Chair’s Report): 
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Appendix D (Treasurer’s Report): 
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Appendix E (Events Report): 
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Appendix F (Social Media Report): 
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Appendix G (Presentation by Guest Speaker) 
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