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If it’s so Bad… 

• East of England Business News Jan 2008; 146 seek new posts as 
UCB exits Cambridge . 

• BBC News Feb 2010; GlaxoSmithKline to shed 380 research jobs in 
Harlow. A pharmaceutical giant is to close one of its research units 
in Essex with the loss of about 380 jobs. 

• BBC News March 2010; AstraZeneca has announced plans to close 
its research facility on the outskirts of Loughborough with the loss 
of almost 1,200 jobs. 

• BBC News Jan 2011; Drug maker Pfizer is to close its research and 
development facility in Kent, which employs 2,400 people.  

• BBC News March 2011; Pharmaceuticals giant Novartis announced 
on Wednesday it planned to reduce the total workforce of 950 at its 
Horsham site by 550. 

 

 

 

 



How come it’s so Good? 



Overview 

• 4536 companies 

• £50bn turnover 

• 166,280 staff 
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UK Life Sciences Industry 

 

‘Strength and Opportunity 2009; The landscape of the medical technology, medical biotechnology and industrial biotechnology enterprises in the UK’. 



Career 

1980 1988 2001 2008 2012 



Academia or Industry? 

Be Permeable… 



Choose something you love. Excel at it. 

Discipline 



Knowledge 

Pharma 

Industrial 
Biotechnology 

Medical  
Technology 

Biotech 

Know your Sector 

‘Strength and Opportunity 2011; The landscape of the medical technology, medical biotechnology and industrial biotechnology enterprises in the UK’. 



Rewards 

Make Speculative Investments (in yourself) 



Connections 

Build a Network 



Geography 

Expand your Horizons 



Planning 

And a Plan B… 




