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My Background

BSc | Biochemistry

Year in Industry | Biocatalysis

MPhil | Industrial Biotechnology

Research Technician | Synthetic Genomics



Why bioscience?









What is a technician?







• Academia or Industry

• “Jack of all trades” or niche specialist 

• Purely lab-based or managing / coordinating others

• One project or multiple projects or multiple disciplines

Technical roles are highly diverse



• Integral part of ALL scientific development

• Practical and highly skilled

• Problem solvers

• Innovative and adaptable

• No longer a “hidden workforce”

Technicians: the backbone of research



• Lab work (lots of it)

• Using specialist equipment

• Training others

• Collaborative projects

• Supervising students

• Analysing and distributing data 

What do technical roles involve?



• Lab work (lots of it)

• Using specialist equipment

• Training others

• Collaborative projects

• Supervising students

• Analysing and distributing data 

Skill, Dexterity

Responsibility

Communication

Teamwork

Leadership

Diligence

What do technical roles involve?



What do I do?



• Practical, engaging day-to-day work

• Impactful, interesting science

• Confidence of mastering specific skills

• Respect from your lab mates!

• Lots of opportunities …

Why be a technician?



Opportunities & Career Progression

• UKRI-sponsored TALENT commission

• Training

• BBSRC Flexible Talent Mobility Award

• RI Christmas Lectures

• Outreach e.g. STEM Ambassadors

• Mentoring





Support Networks

techniciancommitment.org.uk

heated.org.uk 

https://www.techniciancommitment.org.uk/


Route to a PhD

• Technical skills

• Organisational skills

• Project management 

• Independent intellectual input 



techniciancommitment.org.uk

teepublic.com/stickers/technician



Talk to me about …

• Life as a technician

• Choosing a good lab

• Industry Placements

• Should I do a masters?

• Writing applications BSc, MRes, PhD, placements

• Science SynBio, Biotechnology, Biocatalysis


