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My background
Career pathway

2002 — 2005 BSc Biological Sciences at University of
Edinburgh

2005 — 2006 MRes Iin Biomedical Sciences

2006 — 2010 PhD in the Cell Stress Group at MRC Clinical
Sciences Centre, Imperial College London

2010 Policy Internship

2011 — 2013 HE Policy Officer at the Royal Society of Biology

2013 - 2016 Science Information and Policy Manager

2016 — now Senior Policy and Engagement Manager

at The Institute of Cancer Research, London




My role
Aims and objectives

To give the ICR a strong and consistent voice on
research policy to influence the development of
policy In high-priority areas which affect our work.
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What Is science policy?

Policy that uses science as evidence base
Eg. Climate change, GM crops, breast cancer screening

Policy that affects how science is done

Eg. science funding, legal regulations and governance,
reporting requirements

Policy that affects how science Is taken to patients
Eg. NICE processes, cancer drugs funding mechanisms

S/
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My role
Topics that I'm working on

» Patient data in research

» Gene patenting

* Big data

* Regulation of clinical trials

* Access to cancer trials for children
* Animals In research

* Research funding

* How universities collaborate with industry

* How to speed up access to new drugs on the NHS I C R

The Institute of
Cancer Research



Working In policy
Day to day

» Attending meetings and networking
 Reading policy reports and articles

* Going to lectures/evidence sessions
 Research and evidence gathering
* Writing briefing notes

* QOrganising events and meetings
* Working with expert groups

* Blogging about policy
 Responding to consultations

* (Going to conferences
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My role

Developing positions

Building a framework of policy positions to allow the ICR to take a
consistent approach to communicating about policy

' C The Institute of
L Cancer Research

The use of patient data in
research

Position Statement from
The Institute of Cancer Research, London

Summary
Access 10 patient data is vial for the 3t The of Cancer f (ICR).
Patient gata must be stored safely and sacuraly 1o ensure patient But such

o confidentiaity must not come at the cost of efficient accass o patient data for research use. We
pefeve Me reguiatory system is 100 nek adverse i i1s requirements for expliclt patient consent whers

has been PP at the ICR has been delayed while waiting for
approval to 3ccess patient data of the comp p y whers Inftial
consent was cofiectad at the start of 3 long tnial, and current noMMs on data Use Nave developad since
nitia was Wearz of moves to clanfy and streamilne processas to access
patient data for y 3pp cindcal

July 2013

' R The Institute of The ROYAL MARSDEN

o s — Cancer Research NHS Foundation Trust

Clinical trials — regulation
and transparency

Position Statement from
The Institute of Cancer Research, London, and
The Royal Marsden NHS Foundation Trust

Summary

The instase of Cancer Research (3CR) and The Royal Marsden bejeve the neguistory system for clinical tiais
PULS 3N enOrMOUs adminisirative and financial burden oo academic cinical triaists, and has camaged the abilty
of to lea studies. Since the Introduction of the SU Climical Trials Directive,
;e rizk and cost With running tials has ncreased. We dont befieve the apparently modest
Increaze in the qualfy of wals datz 35 3 resUlt jusifes =i Incresse . DUMEIUCTSCY. We would ke the reguiation
of trtaiz 10 dizcriminate far belier Detween the different leveis of rizk posed. We 3isc befeve reguiations over
zately canbe and anc would ke 10 see them refined, partculany for ow risk
friaiz, m orger to avold missing genume safety concemns.

The ICR and The Royal Marsden support mMOves to ensGre grester iransparency in cimical trais and wodlc
recommend a legal requirement 1o make resuits pubicy within a n a form that iz
Sutable %7 Pon-commerncial Spon30rs. We SUPport the use of data sharcg plans, but stress that at data shanng
meeas o preserve patient confidentiaity

December 2013

I C The Institute of
INri N Cancer Research

Patenting genetic
information

Position Statement from
The Institute of Cancer Research, London

Summary

Fatenting and licensing poicies at The institute of Caocer Ressarch (ICR) are driven by cur ambEon %o achieve
e maximum patient benefnit from resesrch Tndings.

Resesarch camied out at the CR and at other nsftutons Into cancer genes nas our
ofthe e of cancer nsk. it has 3isc cpened wp new tar asto

e gene products as drug targets or as biomarkers to predict 1w . I's our that genetc

information should be routnely used 2 help pecais with cancer and their famifies by nformming them aboet their

rizx and guiding aver cancer We beleve Dt izofated DNA, as 2 product of

mature, shouic not be =igitie for patentng and worry that carent on pene can allow

o goin 3 market moncEoly in areas such as gere testing or predictive biomarkerz, Imiting access 10 hesithcare.

Whers the ICR ho'ds patents that ncude DNA sequences, we ensure that righes are made avaliabile on a non-
exciusive basis to maximise potient benef,

September 2013
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My role
Communicating our messages

Finding routes to communicate about our policy messages:

* Responding to Government consultations

* Providing evidence for Select committee enquiries ICR &
» Releasing reactive media statements

A Accessity  Cooloes  Emml alwrts  RES fests | Ciwtast i z z 2
ﬂ www.parliament.u k == Concept Paper submitted for Public Consultation on
rarve [ERTIEISERTINEREY 1Fs. Lorids & offices  About Parament  Get Involved  Visitng  £ducstion Commission Guidelines on the format and content of
Hurinn of Commene Biouse of Lards What's o 0ill A legisietion [[EEMGIEEE Fublcations & recordy Parfment TV Newn Tepics
2R here) Farfumnetd fane Sage > Fariuene iy Duseses > C Ak ® AL w Seteat > Scamwe and Taethvwidogy Camines
(Cammarz] > Ingemes > Pariament 2015 > The By Dets Diemma

applications for paediatric investigation plans

e The Big Data Dilemma inquiry

Inquiry status! open
Response from The Institute of Cancer Research, London

Tha Commitles conticnms 10 Scoept submissions 1O e Inguiry -~ Sivy QUees phease et Hhia Cirmitee o
sl or an 020 7210 2793

Scopae of the inquiry

January 2014




My role

Proactive Public Affairs work:

» Parlilamentary event
* Meeting policy makers
* Briefing MPs and MEPs
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Working with the media

Che Telegraph

Home
lit

NEWS world Spert Fimance Comment Culture Travel Life Women

Earth

SclenceNews  Space NightBky | Roger HighBeld Dunccaurs Evolution Stove

HOMEL - SCIENCE - SCIENCE NEWS

Children demed life-saving cancer drugs
Potentially

companie

¥ life-saving cancer drugs are being denied to children bec

are not trialling them on youn ars, health e

auage pharmacs
Lperts Warmn

The media team at the ICR arrange
media briefings on policy topics and
allow us to comment In the press on ——
current | ssues an d recent e e s B s s | i | s o

Children with cancer being denied life-  Bsne &

e |ﬂﬂ e saving drugs, scientists say Mt | 0
a n n O u n C n S Call for change in EU regulations that allow pharmaceutical 31| 10

companies to opt out of children's trials for some cancer drugs | Pintt

m sraral< EB O Signin News  Sport  Weather  (Player IV Radic  More
Sarah Boseley, health editor

|
theguardian.com, Monday 10 February 2014 22.00 GMT [-1Email N EWS HEALTH V

Jump to comments (24)
THE BB TIMES v (SR <2

Health News Avtcle istary

News  Oplobon  Business Maney  Sport Lie - Arts Puszies  Papees

Home World UK England N ireland Scolland Wales Business Politics RIERUIE Fducation ScifEmaronment Tec

Related video / audio

Society
Children lose cancer drugs in EU ruling Cancer - Featn %

Science >

Cancer - Medicg

o i B
% & Fobryary 2 5 Fobeuai|

Business

Pharmaceuticalg

Most watched
World news o

European Union|

More news | Children with cancer 'denied
drugs because of EU rules'

Related Aerial footage of First clo

3 hours ago Thames foods Alrbus Al
S - ) ST T s i 5 Feb 2014 10 Febeuary 2014 10 Febeu
?-u,ln:ntl.‘\tw say cancer drugs _arr: mcruasmg.ly aimed at molefular targgts that may GlaxoSmithKing Chédren weh cancer are being denied potentially fife-saving treatment
o occur in many kinds of cancer. Photograph: Getty ImagesfVisuals Unlimited drug pipeline aff se of 3 loophole in EU nies, according to the Institute of Cancer
N Research
B Diotomtinlly lif wiives dlviioie mve boine denicd $o sbild ssithy comeny China scandal
w w cancer drugs approved in the EU for aduts since 2007, 26
A Iy work in chiddren, but 14 have been exernpted from chid
P Flood victim: ‘'we cant  Evacuat
v s ieave homs' bus
# 3 hz2) A & pol, 0 10 Fabs 201 {1 Fak
gam Enmeiow repons 0 February 2094 10 Febru
Chits Stryth Hedth Coouag ondenm Some 1,008 cnidces » o o ol po ebrua
Futihed o 12 U1AM Foteuws 1 ' (080 © Birtan e eaR
. - Read more sh
Children with concer nre being denied life-saving drugs by o loophole bl - Children with cancer "denied drugs because of EU rules’
in EU rules. Roding schntists say
@ Posts comment Top stories
Pharmaceutioal companies are deing permitted 10 test thear drugs & Fore Share this sto ezt iz, P
caly on adults, ves thoogh childe’s Sias could b suved if e R TY Avout shanng
madicinm wers propecly tested by undesr-:8s, imternational mxperss P : e . B . ., . I
ay F acsDao W = 3
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Digital communication and social
media

essential for understanding and treating cancer - icr.ac uk/blogs/the-

drug...
Communicating policy messages e
Fantastic morning at Parliamentary #LinksDay2015. Lots of positivity

about the value of science and links between science and parliament

through blogging, online news ,

Eva Sharpe (EvaSharpe - Mar 2
Lovely interview with @ ICR_London 's Laura Danielson in the

stories, tweeting, and video
) ) scientistsitheguardian.com/healthcare-net._
[ ] t [ ] [ t h h b t - 3 View summary
- The @royalmarsden are live tweeting a prostatectomy - it's absolutely
p O I Cy fascinating, a window into a world most of us don't see “TRMlive
£33 5 2

—

Eva Sharpe @EvaSharpe - Mar 19
Good news that @ The MRC are making science careers more

| C The Institute of ' /i ' flexible, not everyone follows the same route
St Cancer Research insight. mrc_ac . uk/2015/03/18/sci__.

e,
Lo

Eva Sharpe Retweeied

1Deek Mar 23

Andy Roast

N

i
X

View summary

Science Talk ' Tg:“-‘ h®

Home About The ICR wabsite ICR Chief Executive Blog From Bench To Blog

ABOUT Us
|t’S time fOI' Change to EU fegulations on The mission of The Institute of
Cancer Rasearch, London, 15 to
children’s cancer trials make the discoveties that defeat
cancer

Fosted on Febraay 10, 2014 by evashape
W are the UK's [eading

academic research contro and
ane ofthe world's most Influantial
cancer rasaarch Institutas, with an
outstanding record of
achlevement dating back rore
than 100 yaears, Wae lead the waorld
atlgolating cancar-relatad ganes
and discovaring new largeted
cancer drugs, Our unigue
partnership with The Royal
Marsden and '‘hench-to-hadsida’
approach allows us to make &
real impact on cancer patients'
lives. As a college of the Univarsity
af London, wa algo provide
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Careers In policy
IS It for you?

* Quite academic In process

 Work closely with science and scientists

* Always learning new things

* Lots of external meetings, conferences, seminars
 Meet lots of interesting people

 Making a difference

- D/~~~
« Can be quite dry at times

o Office based

« Sometimes high pressure - expect a lot to do and with
lots of deadlines

« Often working on things outside of your comfort zone
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Careers In Policy
Where could you work?

67



Careers In Policy
Skills, knowledge and experience

Writing formally and informally

Presentations, speaking and networking
Understanding how science and research work
Understanding the policy making processes
Data analysis

Multi-tasking

Explaining science to lay audiences

Demonstrable interest is essential
Experience and qualifications are helpful
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Careers In Policy
What sort of salary to expect

Policy Officer
£25,000-£32,000

Policy Manager
£34,000-£45,000

Head of Policy
£50,000+

Director of Policy
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Careers In Policy
How to find out more?

newtonsapple

CS:P

NATURAL
ENVIRONMENT
RESEARCH COUNCIL

CaSE™

Campaign for Sci
and Engineering

Masters courses in Science Policy

Newton’s Apple Introduction to Science Policy
Workshop

Professional Development Policy Seminars at
Centre for Science and Policy

NERC Science to policy training workshops

Other training listed on Campaign for Science and
Engineering website



Careers In Policy
Where to get experience?

MRC

Grants

Fellowships
Studentships

Deadlines

Medical
Research
Council

> Home > Funding cpportunities > Studentships

FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES

FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES

Call for proposals

Highlight notices
International cpportunities
Applicant handbook

Board and Panel Outcomes
OUR RESEARCH
ACHIEVEMENTS & IMPACT

NEVVS & PUBLICATIONS
SCIENCE & SOCIETY
ABOUT US

« Contact = Fi

[€

Policy internship scheme

The Medical Research Council (MRC) and the Academy of Medical Sciences
(AMS) have teamed up to offer a policy internship scheme.

The scheme is open to all MRC-funded PhD students (based in a university,
or MRC centre, unit or institute) in their third and fourth year of study
including clinicians undertaking a PhD as part of their MRC Clinical Research

Training Award.

It is designed to give students first-hand experience of the medical science
policy environment and enable them to gain insights intoc how research can
impact policy. The internship will also provide an opportunity to help build
valuable networks with the UK's most eminent medical scientists and key

/1



Careers In Policy
Where to get experience?

Lots of opportunities for paid policy internships

$ity HOUSES OF
: PARLIAMENT

\C \I &T

@IS SOCIETY

r‘?‘ TH E ROYAL ;?\( g“e
PRl ol
RO Scnence

Royal Society of

12


http://rsb.org.uk/

Careers In Policy
Keeping up to date with the latest

b

 Policy newsletters from Royal Society of Biology, Campaign for
Science and Engineering, Medical Research Councill

 Policy briefings from the Parliamentary Office for Science and Technology

 Policy blogs see the Campaign for Science and
Engineering website for recommendations

 Policy events and lectures eg Policy Lates, Talk Science, Science Question
Time

 Policy magazines and journals eg Research Fortnight, THE
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Careers In Policy
Choosing where to work

Work on a subject you care about

Is it a big or small team? You'll try more things in a
small team

What are the opportunities to progress?

Are you doing policy or public affairs or both?

4



Top tips for moving into policy :

* Follow organisations you're interested in through social media to
find out what is happening.

« Keep up to date with current affairs.
* Find out what its like through work experience or placements.
« Attend events (even invite yourself along!)

» Galining experience of other types of science communication Is
useful too.
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