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Principles applying to the treatment of independent scientific advice provided to government.

A response from the Society of Biology to the Science and Technology Committee.

2 December 2009

The Society of Biology has followed closely the current discussion regarding the right of scientists to remain independent and criticise Government where necessary. 

1. The Society strongly supports the right of independent scientists to discuss and publicise sound evidence, even if it is at variance with the government’s chosen policy. 
2. We recognise that Ministers will also take account of factors outwith the scientific advice when reaching a decision. Clear and proactive communication of these factors to the relevant scientific advisory committee, and to the public, are essential to preserve an atmosphere of mutual respect and trust between the committees and those whom they advise.

3. We endorse the “Statement of Principles for the Treatment of Independent Scientific Advice” appended to the notice of this consultation. We recommend that it is incorporated into the existing guidelines and codes of practice for scientific advisory committees and those who seek independent scientific advice.

4. The induction process for new Ministers and new committee members should be reviewed, and should include discussion of these principles.

5. The Society of Biology is a single unified voice for biology: advising Government and influencing policy; advancing education and professional development; supporting our members, and engaging and encouraging public interest in the life sciences. The Society of Biology is a charity, created by the unification of the Biosciences Federation and the Institute of Biology, and is building on the heritage and reputation of these two organisations to champion the study and development of biology, and provide expert guidance and opinion. The Society represents a diverse membership of over 80,000 - including students, practising scientists and interested non-professionals - as individuals, or through the learned societies and other organisations listed below.

6. The Society of Biology is pleased for this response to be publicly available and will place a version on www.societyofbiology.org when the Committee allows.  For any queries, please contact Dr Laura Bellingan, Society of Biology, 9 Red Lion Court, London, EC4A 3EF, email: laurabellingan@societyofbiology.org
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