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CAREERS IN 

HEALTHCARE 

SCIENCE

Rebecca Tibbs, Trainee Clinical Biochemist



What is healthcare 

science?





CLINICAL BIOCHEMISTRY

▰‘Analysis of body fluids for diagnostic and 

therapeutic purposes’



CLINICAL BIOCHEMISTRY IN THE NEWS



Roles in the clinical biochemistry 

laboratory

Clinical scientist

Biomedical scientist

Medical laboratory assistant

Operations manager

Chemical pathologist

Quality team



BIOMEDICAL SCIENTIST

Analyse patient samples to 

help with investigation, 

diagnosis, monitoring and 

treatment of disease



Salary
▻Starting: £22, 000 - £28, 500

▻Experienced: up to £41, 250

Environment

▰ Laboratory-based

Hours
▰ Usually 37.5 hours per week

▰ Evenings and weekends if providing out-of-hours 

cover

BIOMEDICAL SCIENTIST



Career 

pathway

Biomedical scientist

Senior biomedical scientist

Leadership & management 

roles

HCPC registration

Training contract

Portfolio & assessment

IBMS-accredited degree
Any relevant 

bioscience degree

IBMS-accredited 

top-up modules

BIOMEDICAL SCIENTIST



“Biomedical scientists work behind the 

scenes of care, analysing patient 

samples and delivering vital results to 

doctors. I’ve found it interesting to rotate 

around different areas of the lab in my 

training and have learned a lot – not just 

about science but also about 

management, people and organisation.

Sarah’s experience



CLINICAL SCIENTIST

▰Develop and implement new techniques

▰Perform research into diagnostic testing

▰Liaise with clinical staff on appropriate use of tests and interpretation of results

▰Perform evaluation and quality assessment of tests

▰Develop point-of-care tests for use at the patient’s bedside



Salary
▻Starting: £26, 250 - £35, 250 (Band 6, trainee/newly 

registered)

▻Experienced: up to £99, 500 (Band 9, consultant)

Environment

▰ Laboratory, office or clinic

Hours
▰ Usually 37.5 hours per week

▰ Evenings and weekends on-call rota when experienced

CLINICAL SCIENTIST



Career 

pathway

Senior clinical scientist

Higher Specialist Scientist 

Training programme

HCPC registration

Scientist Training Programme

MSc Clinical Biochemistry

Any relevant bioscience degree

FRCPath exams

Consultant

Head of department

CLINICAL SCIENTIST



SCIENTIST TRAINING PROGRAMME (STP)

▰3 year programme of work-based training 

▰Part-time MSc with research project

▰Employed by an NHS trust at Band 6

▰One year of rotations then two years specialising

▰Over 30 specialisms

▰Positions across the UK



STP RECRUITMENT

▰Applications open in January

▻Online application form & aptitude tests

▻Interview

▰Entry requirements

▻1st or 2:1 honours degree in relevant pure or 

applied science (or 2:2 with relevant masters or 

PhD)

▻Evidence of research experience desirable



IS HEALTHCARE SCIENCE FOR ME?

▰Accuracy & attention to detail

▰Enquiring mind and good problem-solving skills

▰Excellent communication skills

▰Good at multi-tasking

▰Ability to lead a team

▰Focus on the patient



Is it a 9-5 job?

How much will I

earn?

Will I get to do 

research?

THE BIG QUESTIONS



What can I do after I 

train?

What’s the best bit?

Do I need a PhD?

THE BIG QUESTIONS



Any 

questions?
Resources:

▻https://nationalcareersservice.direct.gov.uk/job-profiles

▻www.healthcareers.nhs.uk

▻www.nhshcs.hee.nhs.uk/careers-in-healthcare-science

▻Twitter - @NSHCS

https://nationalcareersservice.direct.gov.uk/job-profiles
http://www.healthcareers.nhs.uk/
http://www.nhshcs.hee.nhs.uk/careers-in-healthcare-science

