
   

 

 

 

 

 

Prize draw for questions submitted to the 2017 UK IBO 
 

The International Biology Olympiad is an annual competition attracting the best pre-university scientists 

from 70 countries. Assessment at the IBO consists of practical exams and theory papers, which aim to 

challenge students with cutting edge questions of the highest calibre. 

The UK will be hosting the 2017 IBO and is required to write 100 questions for the theory papers. 

Questions will cover all fields of biology, from molecular to evolutionary science. A competition is running 

for the submission of question ideas.  

Questions submitted by staff of UK institutions will be entered into a substantial prize draw. Any contributed 

questions providing ideas used in the final papers will be entered for a draw of £200, 2 x £100 and 3 x £50 

prizes. All other questions submitted will be entered into a draw of £50, 2 x £20 and 3 x £10 prizes. 

As a power-house in Life Sciences, we are keen to include as much cutting edge UK science as possible in 

these papers. The final paper will cite the institution providing each question, making this a valuable 

opportunity to show off your department to the brightest and best young scientists. 

Questions must conform to the requirements of the IBO. Each must consist of a short-stem, which ideally 

favours diagrams, pictures and graphs over text. Four short multiple true/false options, which may include 

calculation, matching or evaluation, will be scored. See over for recent examples (from IBO 2013). 

Questions must not rely on simple factual recall, or rely on substantial amounts of prior knowledge. Ideal 

questions require data interpretation, problem solving and evaluation. 

Submitted questions must include: 

 

1. The stem 

2. Four true or false statements 

3. A sketch of any figures 

4. References (unless unpublished) 

5. A brief description of the logic behind the solution of each statement 

 

Your contact details and institution should also be provided. 

Submitted questions should be kept private to the submitting author. Furthermore, questions will be 

evaluated for eligibility, and modified to ensure adherence to a common standard before use, by a 

reviewing panel. Questions submitted promptly will be prioritised for review and inclusion in the finalised 

papers. Last date for submission is 01/10/2016. 

Questions should be submitted to ibo2017questions@gmail.com 

Dr Andrew Treharne, MBE FLS FRSB 

Chair 

UK Biology Competitions 

UKBC is a special interest group of the Royal Society of Biology, registered charity no 277981 

mailto:ibo2017questions@gmail.com


  

 

 

 

Previous IBO papers can be found on this website, the Swiss papers from 2013 use the format we require. 

Two examples from these papers are reproduced below. 

  

http://www.ibo-info.org/ibo-results-and-awards
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