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The Society of Biology is a single unified voice for biology: advising Government and influencing 
policy; advancing education and professional development; supporting our members, and 
engaging and encouraging public interest in the life sciences. The Society of Biology is a charity, 
created by the unification of the Biosciences Federation and the Institute of Biology, and is building 
on the heritage and reputation of these two organisations to champion the study and development 
of biology, and provide expert guidance and opinion. The Society represents a diverse 
membership of over 80,000 - including practising scientists, students and interested non-
professionals - as individuals, or through the learned societies and other organisations listed 
below. 
 
 
 
The Society of Biology welcomes and supports the General Medical Council’s proposals for the 
revalidation of doctors. The Society’s particular concern is about the process as it will relate to 
doctors in academic and research posts, both clinical and non-clinical. We approve of the proposal 
(section 1, para 98) that such doctors will only need to undergo a single annual appraisal that will 
cover all areas of their practice. The Society is concerned that appraisal should accommodate the 
teaching, scholarship and research activity undertaken by these doctors and while ensuring high 
standards of clinical practice should not introduce undue or inhibitory burdens that would dissuade 
doctors from pursuing clinical and academic work in tandem. 
 
 

Dr William Marshall FRCP FRCPath FRCPEdin FSB on behalf of the Society 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Society of Biology is pleased for this response to be publicly available and will shortly place a 
version on www.societyofbiology.org .  For any queries, please contact Dr Laura Bellingan, Society 
of Biology, 9 Red Lion Court, London, EC4A 3EF. Email: policy@societyofbiology.org 
 



   
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

 
 
Member Organisations represented by the Society of Biology

 
 
Anatomical Society of Great Britain & Ireland 
Association for Radiation Research 
Association for the Study of Animal Behaviour 
Association of Applied Biologists 
Biochemical Society 
Breakspear Hospital 
British Andrology Society 
British Association for Lung Research 
British Association for Psychopharmacology 
British Bariatric Medical Society 
British Biophysical Society 
British Crop Production Council 
British Ecological Society 
British Lichen Society 
British Microcirculation Society 
British Mycological Society 
British Neuroscience Association 
British Pharmacological Society 
British Phycological Society  
British Society for Ecological Medicine 
British Society for Immunology 
British Society for Matrix Biology  
British Society for Medical Mycology 
British Society for Neuroendocrinology 
British Society for Plant Pathology  
British Society for Proteome Research 
British Society for Research on Ageing 
British Society for Soil Science 
British Society of Animal Science 
British Toxicology Society  
Experimental Psychology Society 
Fisheries Society of the British Isles 
Genetics Society  
Heads of University Biological Sciences 
Heads of University Centres of Biomedical 
Science 
Institute of Animal Technology 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
International Biometric Society 
Laboratory Animal Science Association 
Linnean Society 
Marine Biological Association 
Nutrition Society 
Physiological Society 
RNID 
Royal Entomological Society 
Royal Microscopical Society 
Royal Society of Chemistry 
Science and Plants for Schools 
Scottish Association for Marine Science 
Society for Applied Microbiology 
Society for Endocrinology 
Society for Experimental Biology 
Society for General Microbiology 
Society for Reproduction and Fertility 
Society for the Study of Human Biology 
Society of Pharmaceutical Medicine 
UK Environmental Mutagen Society 
University Bioscience Managers' Association 
Zoological Society of London  
 
 
Supporting Members 
Association of the British Pharmaceutical Industry 
(ABPI) 
Association of Medical Research Charities 
AstraZeneca 
Biotechnology and Biological Sciences Research 
Council (BBSRC) 
GlaxoSmithKline 
Medical Research Council (MRC)  
Pfizer UK 
Syngenta 
The British Library 
Wellcome Trust 
 
 
 


