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Understanding Animal Research 

• Merger of Research Defence Society and Coalition for 

Medical Progress – January 2009 

 

• More than 100 member organisations: 

–University departments, learned societies, animal 

technologists, lab animal vets, medical research charities, 

pharma industry, research funders, patient groups, 

breeders, contract research organisations 

 

• 10 employees 

 

 

 



 



The Concordat 

1.  We will be clear about when, how and why we use 

 animals in research  

 

2.  We will enhance our communications with the 

 media and the public about our research using 

 animals  

 

3.  We will be proactive in providing opportunities for 

 the public to find out about research using animals 

 

4.  We will report on progress annually and share our 

 experiences  



Why do we need to be open? 

  



Openness vs. Security? 



Robust responses work 
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Celebrating openness 



Kite mark 



Support for Concordat signatories 

• Visits  

 

• Training sessions 

 

– media training 

 

– presentation training 

 

– school visit training 

 

• Openness Awards 

 

 

 

 



Thank you – questions? 
  


