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Academia or Industry -
A personal perspective!



Follow your passion !





You make every 
opportunity



A levels
• Biology
•Chemistry
• Maths

Medicine

Biological 
Sciences

Degree - BSc
•Genetics
•Year out
•AstraZeneca

My career plan (or not!!!)

Bio-Chemical 
Engineering

PhD
• Proposal
• Sponsorship
•Worked hard

Science

Science GCSEs
• Enjoyed it
•Good at it
•Worked hard

Graduate 
Technologist
•Commercial NCE
•Clinical Facility
• Industry experience

Multiple roles across R&D:
• Parenteral Validation
• Inhalation/device technology
• Solid Dose Operations

Quality Regulatory

R&D

Analytical

HR

MBA
• Knowledge Mgt
• Innovation
•Creativity

Portfolio Career



Build your network



I made it happen – but I needed help

AZ Boss

Role model

Straight 
talking

Career

Think

Challenged

Friends

Have fun

Worked hard

Enjoyed it

Network

Industry

Mentor

Always 
learning

Admire

Career 

Perspective

Experience

Colleague

Have fun

Worked hard

Never lose 
touch

LinkedIn

Quality not 
Quantity



• Love what you do
• You make the opportunity
• Use the people around you


